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HOOPSTERS  TO  OPEN 
SEASON  WEDNESDAY 

The  F.T.C.  Basketball  team 
opens  its  1940-1941  schedule  at 
the  B.  F.  Brown  gymn  slum 
against  North  Adams  Teachers 
College  next  Wednesday  night, 
December  11.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  Fitchburg  has  met  the 
Berkshire  school  on  the  polished 
court. 

Coach  Kulcinski,  beginning  his 
second  season  at  the  reins  of  the 
team,  can  well  look  forward  to 
a  successful  season.  The  entire 
varsity  five  of  last  year,  Gil 
Berry,  Chet  Smith,  Dick  Be  June, 
Bill  Konsavage,  and  Stoop 
Deveikis,  are  b  ;ck,  as  are  the 
first  string  reserves,  Bert 
Bennett.  J:m  Amsler,  and  Nuno 
Mareila.       In    addition     there     is 

— Continued   on   Page   Four — 


Kitchen,  Scanlon  Tie  in  Vote  for 
Presidency  of  Freshman  Class 


EXAMS  TO  BE  HELD  FOR 
COLLEGE     POSITIONS 

During  tl  e  Christmas  vaca- 
tion there  will  be  competitive  ex- 
aminations for  fourteen  different, 
positions  that  are  vacant  in  the 
Massachusetts  Teachers  Colleges. 
These  examinations  range  from 
Presidency  of  Hyannis  Teachers 
College  to  a  dormitory  mat*,  on. 
None  of  these  vacancies  occur  in 
Fitchburg. 

These  exfms  are  unique  »rt 
that  Ma^sachusettss  is  the  only 
state  in  the  union  that  sets  up 
definite  requirements  for  the 
teachers  in  the  CoFe '^s  ard 
training  schools.  The  candidates 
pre  submitted  to  an  or^l  and 
written  examin^ion  and  in  some 
cases  to  a  teaching  demon  Ora- 
tion by  the  exanrmng  board 
wbirh  is  com^o'-ed  of  th>  presi- 
dents  of  the   Teachers   Colleges. 


*j  THOMAS,  HEALEV,  KH  EY 
RECEIVE  OTHER  POSTS 

A  tie  vote  between  Richard 
Kitchen  and  David  Scanlon  was 
the  surprising  result  of  the  con- 
test for  the  presidency  of  the 
Class  of  1944  at  its  meeting  last 
Wednesday.  A  new  election  will 
be  necessary,  and  will  take  place 
next  Monday. 

The  other  class  ofTijers  were 
settled.  Joanne  Thomas  was 
elected  vice-president,  Muriel 
Heciey  won  the  positip  i  of  sej- 
rjetary,  and  E' crura  Kiley  w  s 
chosen  treasurer. 

It    wis    thou  ht    in ■> impropriate 
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COACH  LOUIS  KULCINSKI 


MARLBORO  HIGH  COACH 

SPEAKS  AT  SMOKER 

The  annual  Commuting  Men's 
Smoker  was  held  last  Wednes- 
day night  in  the  smoking  room. 
Ed  Sullivan,  coach  at  Marlboro 
High  School,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  He  talked  of  sports  in 
general,  and  of  football  in  par- 
ticular. 

A  movie  on"Salesmanship"  was 
shown,  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Coco-Cola  Bottling  Company. 
This  company  served  Coco-Cola 
to  the  men.  Cigars  and  cigar- 
ettes were  also  provided. 

The  smoker  was  well  attended, 
many  of  the  faculty  being,  present 
in  addition  to  the  students. 

The  smoker  w^s  arranged  by 
the    commuting    mens'    execu.ive 

— Continued    on    Page    Four — 


CHRISTMAS  SEALS  OS 

SALE     BY    W.  A.  A. 

The  sale  of  Christmas  seals 
this  year  will  be,  as  is  customary, 
in  charge  of  the  W.  A.  A., 
who  will  have  a  booth  in  the 
lobby  of  the  school.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  sale  is  to  aid  those 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis.  Pro- 
1  ceeds  from  the  sale  of  stamps  at 
the  Fitchburg  Teachers  College 
will  be  contributed  to  the  no  th- 
ern  Worcester  Health  Com- 
munity. 


TUMOR  CLASS  ^O  H<LV  I) 
PHOTOGRAPHY  WEFK 

The  Junior  Closs  is  to  hold  a 
Photography  Week  next  week, 
December  9-13.  All  Juniors  are 
to  take  snapshots  during  th;s 
period,  in  order  to  build  up  a 
suppjy  of  informal  pictures  fo: 
the  1942   Saxifrage. 
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Editorial 

The  CI  ristmas  season  will  soon  be  here — trie 
se-son  of  gifts,  bo+h  giving  and  receiving,  good 
cheer,  and  for  all  of  us,  a  much  needed  vacation,  j 

To  some  of  us  this  will  be  a  season  to  earn  some 
extra  money  by  pert-time  employment  is  stores, 
postoffices,  or  some  other  place  where  t  e  Christ- 
mas rush  demands  extra  help.  No  doubt  that  thi- 
money  will  be  rrore  than  welcome,  but  is  it  worth 
our  while  to  neglect  our  primary  motive — our  ed- 
ucation— in  order  to  obtain  this  money. 

T:  e  most  we  can  hope  for  is  one  week's  work 
The  first  semester  is  too  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close,  with  its  final  exams  staring  us  in  the  face 
s;  ortly  after  we  get  back  from  our  two  weeks  va- 
cation. At  this  time  of  the  year  one  week  cain 
mean  much — imp  rtent  lectures,  observations,  as- 
signments, and  other  class  activities. 

If  we  must  work,  all  well  and  good,  but  let's 
not  neglect  our  studies,  because,  after  all  is  said 
and  done,  school  superintendents  are  not  inter- 
ested in  the  least  in  how  much  money  we  have 
earned  while  we  have  been  here,  but  r.  ther  in 
our  marks  and  activities. 


So  you  think  you  know  everything  there  is  to 
know  about  this  generation — more  than  anyone 
else  could  possibly  know?  O.  K.,  but  just  don't 
let  yourself  be  fooled;  oldsters  still  have  an  idea 
or  two  left  from  their  youth  that  still  hold 
true,  whether  you  believe  it  or  not.  It  is  true, 
more  or  less  that  old  age  brings  with  it  every- 
thing from  hardening  of  the  arteries  to  a  flair 
for  rejuvenation  and  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
present  generation.  'We  won't  try  to  defend  our 
elders  for  forgetting  what  it's  like  to  be  young; 
in  fact,  if  this  were  a  paper  to  parents  we  might  do 
a  bit  of  healthy  scolding. 

But  there  are  other  things  that  lead  to  mis- 
understandings between  this  generation  and  the 
last.  To  some  the  relationship  between  the  two  is 
paved  so  narrowly  that  it  results  in  a  one  way 
street  named  "Gimmee."  It's  rather  unfortunate 
that  hard  work  is  the  common  lot  of  our  parents 
in  order  that  they  might  give  us  a  better  st  rt 
than  they  perhaps  had,  or  at  least  one  just  as 
good;  and  that  it  comes  at  a  time  in  life  when 
children  cannot  appreciate  it  directly.  And  there 
is  nothing  so  irritating  as  to  have  parents  con- 

strntly  complaining  about  the  sacrifices  they  have 
made  for  their  children,  or  nothing  so  tragi:  as 
parents  who  feel  that  they  have  not  provided  a 
fine  enough  life  for  their  child  because  of  a  1  ck 
of  wealth. 

It  is  only  natural  that  each  successive  genera- 
tion often  has  better  opportunities  all  around, 
these  advantages,  about  their  parents'  speech, 
and  that's  what  the  parents  want  and  strive  for. 
But  when  children  start  to  be  "snooty"  about 
^bout  thieir  oid -fashioned  ideas  about  certain 
things,  this  is  where  the  rub  comes  and  lite 
becomes  a  painful  situation  for  both. 

College  students  should  be  mature  enough  to 
put  themselves  in  others'  places.  Analyze  your 
parents,  find  out  their  interests,  their  short- 
comings, etc.,  and  then  compare  them  to  yours — 
and  I'm  laying  my  bet  100  to  1  against  our  gen- 
eration. Our  sophisticates  and  "smoothies" 
haven't  a  thing  on  the  ball  compared  to  what 
"the  old  folks"  have,  and  their  ideas,  if  "fogy," 
can  always  be  modernized,  for  nothing  is  ever 
really  new — it  is  just  that  there  are  new  com- 
binations to  cover  up  rough  spots. 
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In  regard  to  the  item  in  The 
Stick  about  Norma's  third  finger, 
left  hand — may  we  inform  you 
that  it  was  a  hangnail!!!  A  thous- 
and  apologies! 

Things  we  someday  hope  to 
see:  Another  gentleman  in  the 
P. A.  Dept.  to  compete  with  Rowe 
Nevin. 

Isn't  there  any  married  man  or 
woman  in  the  school  who'll  come 
to  the  aid  of  Rita  O?  Mother-in- 
law  trouble  at  her  age  is  apt  to 
prove  disastrous!!! 

A  frantic  S.O.S.  is  out  for 
Sally  Donovan — a  sort  of  revival 
of  "I  Wonder  what's  Become  of 
Sally."    Where  is  she  this  year?? 

And  then  there's  the  Freshman 
girl  who  sat  on  the  lunch  room 
floor  all  alone  one  noon  eating 
her  lunch — until,  while  munching 
her  varnish  sandwiches,  she 
discovered  the  lunch  room  h  d 
been  moved!!! 

In  defense  of  G.  Roger,  may  we 
say  he  has  not  favored  us  with 
an  Ash  Tray  yet  this  year  but 
we  wish  someone  would. 

Complained  she:  "Someday 
I'm  going  to  ask  Bill  R.  what's 
so  amusing,  or  is  that  just  a  per- 
manent smirk???"  (No,  just  pro- 
fessional!) 

While  "Busher"  Joyce  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  Democracy 
she  still  stands  firm  against  some 
liberties!  Or  so  she'll  have  us 
know! 

Says  Madeline  V.:  "There's 
nothing  like  the  dorm."  We 
could've  guessed  that  much!" 

Congrads  to  Fran  Vallely — We 
always  knew  she'd  get  "some- 
where" with  her  personality  plus! 

To  a  certain  Senior  g'rl  who 
thinks  that  this  shear's  d  rt  is  not 
"dirtey"  enough,  we  might  sug- 
gest that  this  publication  repre- 
sents a  part  of  the  cultural 
department  of  the  school,  not  the 
clean-up    Dept. 


From  Rag-Time 
to  Swing 

Continued  from  Last  Issue 
Then  jazz  capered  dizzily  into 
r^g-time  ranks.     It  originated  in 
New  Orleans  when  a  bind  negro 
called      "Stale      Bread"      played 
syncopated    tunes    on    his    fiddle 
up  and  down  the  streets  and  be- 
gan   to    annex    recruits.      When 
"Stale     Bread's     Spasm     Band" 
played  jazz,  white  people  began 
to  know  what  feet  were   meant 
j  for.       The     bands     were     small 
j  enough   at  first,   to   allow   mem- 
j  bers  to  improvise  as  they  pleased. 
Soon  Europeans  took  the  new  toy 
j  to    their   hearts.      Big    musicians 
!  became    exponents.      Stravinsky 
wrote  out-and-out  jazz  and  used 
it    as    a    technical    device    in    his 
serious      works.        Then      came 
Whiteman  who  set  off  the  bomb 
in   a  symphonic  jazz   concert   by 
orchestrating  jazz  tunes  so  beaut-  | 
ifully   that   they   sounded   classic  ' 
and  jazzed  classics  to  the  scan- 
dalized delight  of  audiences.     It 
was    built    on    and    up,    until    it 
neared  perfection   in   Gershwin's 
"The   Raphsody   in  Blue."     This 
symphonic  iazz  was  a  true  des- 
cendant of  hot  jazz. 

Sweet  jazz  came  next — a  kind 
of  muted  rag-time.  Rudy  Vallee 
steped  into  this  with  his  croon- 
ing, and  Guy  Lombardo  followed 
with  muted  music  and  shaded 
lights.  Vallee's  lack  of  vocal 
equipment  was  really  respons- 
ible for  crooning,  and  gave  big 
returns.  Band  leaders  began  to 
serve  ice  cream  on  their  jazz 
oie,  and  so  melody  again  came 
to  the  fore  front  and  improvisa- 
tion fell  back.  The  old  wild 
freedom  was  gone  and  band 
leaders  began  to  sift  out  the  red 
corpuscles  in  music  to  find  a 
bleached  pallor  that  went  its 
awn   sweet   way. 

Now  here  we  are  with  swing 
— sweet,  hot  or  classic.  C  n  it 
please  everyone?     It  should,  for 


WHITE     CAPTURES    FIELD 
HOCKEY  TITLE,  1-0,  6-3 

The  White  defeated  the  Or- 
ange in  both  color  field  hockey 
games  this  season  to  take  the 
championship.  The  first  gme 
was  a  low-scoring,  1-0  contest, 
while  the  second  was  a  free- 
scoring  affair,  with  a  final  score 
of  6-3.  MacLean's  75-yard  ruin 
for  one  of  the  White's  goals  was 
the  season's  outstanding  feature. 
Ursula.  Mulcahy  captained  the 
winning  White  team,  and  Eileen 
Connelly  led  tl  e  Orange. 

The  lineups — 

WHITE  pos. 

Mac    Lean  r.  w. 

Hackett  r.  i. 

Topping  c. 

Evans  1.  i. 

Sironaitis  1.  w. 

Honkonen  r.  h. 

Chadwick  c    h. 

McTighe  1.   h. 

U.    Mulcahy    (C)        r.  f. 
Nordos  I.  f. 

Waris  g.  Whitten 

^'lbstitutps — Wh:'te:      G       Mulcahy.     B°ers, 
Killelea.       Umpire  s — Stafford,      Moriarty. 
Timer,    Scorekeeper — Moore. 


ORANGE 

Carson 

Lavin 

(C)    ConncJly 

O'Connor 

Lane 

Thurlow 

Szocik 

Merritt 

O'Mealey 


CO-PEC  ACTIVITIES 
BEGIN  THIS  WEEK 

The  co-recreation  program,  in 
which  all  students  may  partici- 
pate in  such  sports  as  pingpong, 
badminton,  and  shufflebo^rd,  is 
to  become  effective  in  December 
and  will  last  through  April. 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days from  12:20  to  1:10  are  tie 
times  set  aside  for  the  games. 
The  Men's  Intramural  Board  and 
the  president  of  the  W.A.A.  are 
working  on  the  final  details  for 
?n   enjoyable  program. 


it  is  undoubtedly  a  g^andcMld 
of  all  that's  pone  before — a  little 
bit  of  each  melowed  or  exager- 
rated  ;s  you  will.  Will  you? 
Th  consensus  of  opinion  seems 
to  be   "We  cert  inly  will!" 
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CAST  OF  PIRATES  OF 
PEJSZA1SCE  SELECTED 

"Curly"  Hopgood  received  the 
lead  when  the  College  Glee  Club 
major  production  of  the  year,  the 
Gilbert  and  Sullivan  Pirates  of 
Penzance  was  cast.  With  the 
entire  Glee  Club  acting  as  the 
chorus  of  Pirates,  Police,  and 
General  Stanley's  Daughters,  the 
following  will  make  up  the  dra- 
matic personae: 

Frederic  Curly  Hopgood 

Mabel  Marjorie  Killelea 

Pirate  King  Milo  Galbraith 

Samuel  Dick    Kelliher 

Major-General  Dick  Allen 

Sergeant  of  Police      Ralph  Gray 
Edith  Claire  Andrews 

Isabel  Dorothy  Harris 

Kate  Francis    Merrirt 

Ruth  Phyllis  Hancock 

This  operetta  bears  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan  production  to  have 
its  premier  in  the  United  States. 
The  song  "Come  Men  Who  Plough 
the  Sea"  in  the  form  of  "Hail, 
Hail,  the  Gang's  All  Here"  from 
this  operetta  has  become  an 
American  folk  song. 

The  Pirates  will  be  staged  on 
April  24,  1941. 


Freshman  Class  Elections 

—Continued    front    Page    One — 

to  have  the  steering  committee 
act  as  ballot  counters,  since  sev- 
er: 1  members  were  also  candi- 
dates    for     office;       conseqently, 

Gloria  Boscardin,  Laura  Whit- 
ney,  and  John  J.   Sullivan   were 

appointed  as  counters  by  Mr. 
Harrington,  class  sponsor.  Bern- 
ard Collins,  temoorary  class 
chairman,  conducted  the  meet- 
ing. 


Commuting  Men's  Smoker 

— Continued    from    Page    One — 

board  which  is  composed  of  Joe 

Lalli,  president;  Bill  Cove,  Paul 
Kirby,  Bob  Patch,  and  Sumner 
Whitstone. 


Council  Notes 

Report  on  meeting  of  Decem- 
ber 2,  1940— 

1.  Report  on  school  stationery. 

2.  Discussion  about  Associa- 
tion meeting;  tabled  until  after 
January  1,  1941. 

3.  Cultural  Committee  to  make 
an  outline  telling  of  democracy 
in  our  school  for  the  Teachers 
Educational  Journal. 

4.  Question  of  dance  for  com- 
muters referred  to  Dr.  Herki;y. 

5.  Discussion  on  expenses  for 
the  Winter   Carnival. 


JUNIOR  ELEMENTARY 
VISIT  PROVIDENCE 

Twenty  members  of  the  Junior 
Elementary  group  visited  the 
Kenyon  School  in  Providence 
last  Monday.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  Miss  Conlon  of  the  fac- 
ulty. 

Before  going  to  the  school  the 
group  visited  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design. 


ONE-ACT  PLAYS  AT 
NEXT  ASSEMBLY 

Two  one-act  plays:  "Heaven 
Help  the  Working  Girl"  and 
"The  Adventures  of  a  Shy  Young 
Man"  will  be  presented  at  next 
Tuesday's  assembly.  John 
Gemma  and  Edna  Charrier  re- 
spectively are  the  coaches  of  the 
plays. 


COURSES  GIVEN  HERE  TO 
EXPERIENCED  TEACHERS 

On  Tuesday  and  Thursday  af- 
ternoons between  4  and  6  p.  m. 
over  seventy-five  experienced 
ceachers  are  t  .iking  'in-service' 
courses  offered  here  in  Fitchburg 
for  their  Bachelor's  and  Master's 
Degree.  The^e  teachers  come 
from  a  radius  of  thirty -five  miles, 
from  such  towns  and  cities  as 
Gardner,  Hudson,  Lowell,  Or- 
ange, Leominster,  md  Fitchburg 

Six  courses  are  offered,  four 
undergraduate  and  two  master 
courses.  The  undergraduate 
courses  are  Music  Methods  by 
Miss  Curry,  U.  S.  Constitutional 
History  by  Mr.  Conlon,  Geogra- 
^hv  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Bases  by 
Mrs.  Simmons,  and  Nineteenth 
Century  Poetry  by  Miss  Nixon, 
^he  graduate  courses  are  Social 
Economics  by  Mr.  Donoghue  and 
Nineteenth  Century  Prose  by 
Miss  Nixon.. 


GLEE  CLUB,  ORCHESTRA 
GIVE  PROGRAM  HERE 

The  College  Glee  Club  and 
Orchestra,  under  the  direction  of 
Misr,  Helen  Curry,  presented  a 
musical  program  at  the  assem- 
bly Tuesday.  The  Orel  estra 
opened  the  program  by  playing 
the  Festival  March  and  an  Inter- 
mezzo after  which  the  Glee  Club 
sang  two  pieces,  "Our  Master 
Hath  a  Garden"  and  "Ho-la-li," 
a  Bohemian  Folk  song. 

H?rry  Erb.  a  member  of  the 
Orchestra  played  a  trombone 
solo,  "Out  of  the  Dusk."  A  group 
cf  Victor  Herbert's  favorite  com- 
positions were  given  next  by  the 
Orchestra,  followed  by  several 
cl  bruses  from  the  Gilbert  and 
Sulliv  n  operetta  "The  Pirates 
of  Penzance"  by  the  Glee  Club. 
|  In  closing,  the  Stu  "ent  body  sung 
the  Alma  Mater. 


Basketball  Game 

— Continued    from    Page    One — 

much  promising  material  amo^g 
the  Freshmen  and  last  year's 
jayvee        squad.  Outstanding 

among  these  is  Jack  Philip?1,  a 
Freshman  and  a  member  of  the 
Worcester  aP-schol  stic  te~m, 
who  is  making  a  strong  bid  for 
a  starting  berth. 

Kulcinski  has  announced  his 
varsity  as  including  Berry, 
Smith,  Be'iune,  Kons-v^e, 
D  e  v  e  i  k  i  s.  Bennett,  Amsler, 
Marella,  Phillips,  and  N<?7son 
Kendall.  The  jayvee  sqird  is 
made  up  of  Willy  Cunningham, 
Hubie  Edmonds,  L^rry  Ge^nde^. 
Ratv  IeVo"a~r-\  Sh'rl  Perry,  Al 
Shinner,  and  Mel  Sibulkin. 


